Effects of desipramine on cardiovascular responses of rats to stimulation of the baroreceptor reflex and of central adrenoceptors.
Phenylephrine (0.4-2.0 micrograms 300 g-1), injected intravenously, evoked similar dose-dependent increases in blood pressure in untreated rats and in rats treated with desipramine (10 mg kg-1 day-1 for 4 weeks). The (dose-dependent) reflex fall in heart rate to the blood pressure responses were smaller in the rats treated with desipramine. Treatment with desipramine did not affect the bradycardia evoked by intrahypothalamic injection of phenylephrine (10 micrograms). After treatment with desipramine, the hypotension evoked by intrahypothalamic injection of isoprenaline (10 micrograms) was enhanced whereas the evoked tachycardia was diminished.